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Sermon Manuscript: Luke 9:51-62 
Keep Christ in the Driver’s Seat 

3rd Sunday after Pentecost – June 26, 2022 
 

As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem. 
And he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to get things ready for him; 
but the people there did not welcome him, because he was heading for Jerusalem. When the 
disciples James and John saw this, they asked, “Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven 
to destroy them?” But Jesus turned and rebuked them, and they went to another village.  

As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.”  

Jesus replied, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to 
lay his head.”  

He said to another man, “Follow me.” 

But the man replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”  

Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of 
God.”  

Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say good-by to my family.”  

Jesus replied, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the 
kingdom of God.” [NIV]

 
Knuckleheads! That’s the word that comes to mind when I read this passage about James and 
John wanting to call down fire. I think, “Knuckleheads!” What were they thinking? But then we 
have to remember all the dumb and downright evil things that have been done in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. It’s worse than just stupid. It’s spiritually destructive. Today we have several examples 
of foolish things and attitudes that people who would serve Jesus have done and had. And we see 
ourselves here too. It’s what happens when we want to take over and think that we know what’s 
best instead of following the Lord. As we look at this lesson, let’s learn to KEEP CHRIST IN THE 
DRIVER’S SEAT. First, we must forsake our control and then we will learn to follow his 
commitment. 

1. Forsake Our Control 

We all know Jesus was tempted to sin just like we are. We know of times when Jesus faced 
specific temptations. There’s the familiar account of Jesus being tempted in the desert by Satan 
himself. We know the struggle and temptation to set aside the horror of the crucifixion and hell 
itself when Jesus prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane. But there were other times when Jesus 
was tempted. He was constantly tempted to sin everyday just as we are. One of those 
temptations had to be the temptation of frustration with the foolishness and arrogance of those 
who would follow him. He had to be tempted to want to lash out at the “knuckleheaded-ness” of 
the disciples and all the rest of us. We can see it here as Jesus addresses the issues among the 
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people in our lesson who wanted to follow him or whom he called. All of them, eager as they 
might have been, held wrong ideas about how to serve Jesus and what it was all about. 

We see James and John wanting to become latter day Elijahs by calling down divine destruction 
on the poor Samaritan villagers. God sent fire at Elijah’s word in 1 Kings 1 on hardened 
unbelievers. That was certainly not what these Samaritans were. James and John thought they 
would be serving Jesus and giving him glory by destroying those reluctant to welcome Jesus. And 
in the process, they were looking to get a little of that glory for themselves. They did this on 
another occasion through their mother. The mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons 
and, kneeling down, asked a favor of him. “What is it you want?” he asked. She said, “Grant that 
one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at your left in your kingdom.” 
[Matthew 20:20-21] They saw service to Jesus as a route to glory and authority. 

Then we have the man who eagerly comes and offers to follow Jesus wherever he goes. We learn 
in Matthew that this man was a teacher of the law. Jesus warns the man that to follow the Savior 
means to go without house and home. From this response it would seem this man hoped that 
following Jesus would lead to prosperity and security. He seems to think that following Jesus will 
solve his problems when in reality it will only make his life more difficult. 

Next Jesus calls a man to follow him. But this man asks to first be able to go and bury his father. 
He wanted to do the right thing. He wanted to do what ceremony and tradition in his society 
required. He wanted to be a good son and godly person. But from Jesus’ response to him, he 
seems most concerned about looking pious and following forms. Jesus tells him to proclaim the 
kingdom of God as his priority. 

Finally another man is eager to follow Jesus. But he needs to go and bid farewell to his family. He 
was concerned about worldly things first of all. His priority and loyalty were divided. Jesus warns 
him that he won’t be able to serve if he keeps looking back.  

All of these disciples show us something that was frustrating for the Savior. We can see ourselves 
in their words and actions. We are also frustrating disciples of the Savior. All of these followers 
wanted to grab the wheel out of Jesus’ hands and decide for themselves how to best serve the 
Lord. Jesus says to us what he said to them, “Follow me and serve me.” But we like to define how 
we do that. Like James and John, we think that our service to Jesus is about being superior to 
others around us. We want to see them as worse sinners than ourselves. We are tempted to hold 
it over the heads of others. We think we are serving the Lord in sitting in judgment of others. This 
brought Jesus’ rebuke to James and John and so it does to us! 

We can be like the first man when we look at our Christianity as a way to insure Jesus’ favor to 
solve our problems. Do we think that because we are Jesus’ disciples that all our troubles and 
complications in life should disappear? Jesus instructs us here that following him will not only 
mean a continuation of the normal problems of life but will add to them the troubles that come 
with being followers of a Savior much of the world rejects. 

We can also be like the second man who needed to bury his father. We can think that serving 
Jesus is about the ritual and looking the pious sons and daughters. Is the important thing looking 
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the part to the outside world while what’s on the inside is still far from Jesus? Do we think our 
service to Jesus is about doing the right things and that is what makes things right with God? 

We can also be like the last fellow who had divided loyalty between Jesus and the world. This is all 
too easy to fall into. It is where we surely need the Lord’s help. We follow Jesus when it’s easy or 
convenient. But when it calls for sacrifice or submitting our will to the Lord or laying aside our 
sinful desires, we look back. We are like Lot’s wife who looked back with the desire for what we 
are to leave behind.  

Following the Lord Jesus means giving our control and our selves completely over to Christ. 
There’s no glory for Christ when he’s not the one who’s driving our lives. It’s like the time I gave 
Marita a waffle iron for our anniversary. I wanted a waffle iron and I needed a gift to give her so I 
bought what I wanted and pretended it was for her. It was plainly selfish. You’ve maybe heard the 
expression “God is my co-pilot.” This can be understood in the right way. It can mean trusting that 
God is always at our side. But it can also imply that even though God is co-pilot, the one who is 
really at the controls is still me. When we must still do the steering of our life, Jesus isn’t the one 
driving. Jesus calls us to serve him with our lives and he will guide us where he wants us to be. We 
can trust him to do this. We can commit ourselves to him with all that we are. We do this when 
our commitment follows his commitment for us. 

2. Follow His Commitment 

Look at how committed he is to us here in this lesson! In the first verse of our lesson we are told 
that Jesus “resolutely set out for Jerusalem.” It is more vivid in the original where it says, “He set 
his face toward Jerusalem.” Our expression would be to “grit his teeth” for what was ahead. He 
looked with complete determination and commitment. He was completely devoted to head to 
Jerusalem to undertake the culmination of his work to save mankind. His ministry of preaching 
and healing in Galilee was ended. The time had come to head south and he was completely 
committed to go. 

He had determined to go in spite of all the opposition. We read of that opposition on the part of 
the Samaritans. They refused to let him stay in their town because he was going to Jerusalem 
where the Jews had their temple. Many of the people of the crowds who had followed him before 
had now also deserted him. He wasn’t going to be the kind of Messiah they were looking for and 
so they were through with him. The leaders of the Jews had been plotting to kill him for some 
time and that hostility would only continue to grow. Even the disciples didn’t understand his 
mission and sometimes expressed their opposition.  

He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by 
the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days 
rise again. He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But 
when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. “Get behind me, Satan!” he 
said. “You do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.” [Matthew 8:31-33] 

Even though he faced all this resistance he still resolutely set out. He set his face toward 
Jerusalem. He was headed to arrest, torture, crucifixion, forsakenness, and death. He was 
committed to go forward to save us all. As Paul says, God demonstrates his own love for us in this: 
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While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. [Romans 5:8] Jesus committed himself to all that 
was needed to bring us forgiveness and redemption for all our sin and misguided usurping of his 
will for us. As we sing in the Lenten hymn: 

What punishment so strange is suffered yonder! The Shepherd dies for sheep that loved to 
wander; the Master pays the debt his servants owe him, who would not know him. The sinless 
Son of God must die in sadness; the sinful child of man may live in gladness; we forfeited our 
lives, yet are acquitted – God is committed. [TLH 143:4-5/CW21 432:4-5 – “O Dearest Jesus, 
What Law Hast You Broken?”] 

And so he set his face to go to Jerusalem committed to save us. 

It is in Christ’s commitment to you and me that we will find our commitment to Jesus. The better 
we understand the “why” of Jesus’ love for us, the better we will know the “how” of what to do 
to serve and worship him in our lives. Jesus was totally committed to us because we couldn’t save 
ourselves. Our love and commitment for him come directly from his love and commitment to us. 
John tells us: This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought 
to lay down our lives for our brothers. [1 John 3:16] The “why” of our service to Jesus is our 
thanks and praise to him for his love and salvation – his commitment to us.  

The “how” is found then in committing ourselves to him. We trust in the forgiveness he has won. 
We then seek to live our lives and do everything we do in order to give him glory. We will humbly 
seek to “proclaim the kingdom of God” as he tells the man in our lesson. We will do this as we 
humbly share the law and gospel with others instead of flinging the fire of superiority. We will 
find strength in our troubles knowing that Jesus is with us instead of expecting those troubles to 
disappear. We will know that God loves us, not because of our piousness, but because of what 
Jesus has done. We will give Christ our undivided loyalty and commitment. With his help we will 
be in the world but not of it. 

With the Lord’s help we will follow and imitate Christ’s commitment. To borrow Jesus’ picture, 
with his help we will be able to plow a straight furrow in service to him. We won’t be like a high 
school friend’s mom. When she drove a car, she always kept her eyes on the road right in front of 
the hood. Because her focus was so short, she weaved all over the road and couldn’t keep a 
straight course. Good drivers keep their eyes further ahead. They are looking where they are 
going and so drive straight. You need to do the same thing to plow a straight furrow. We plow a 
straight furrow of service to the Savior when we look to him alone for forgiveness and salvation. 
We put our lives in his hands to guide and direct what happens. We will always ask – not “What 
would Jesus do?” – but “What would Jesus have me do?” to best proclaim his name with our 
lives. How can we best sustain our faith? How can we best tell about his salvation to others? How 
can we best honor him with all we think and say and do? 

So let’s not be knuckleheads! Let’s not mistake what we want and what we’re preoccupied with 
for the word of Jesus and his will for us. Keep Christ is the driver’s seat because he will never steer 
us wrong. He is driving us on the straightest road possible to our destination in heaven. Amen.  


